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Experiments in |_iving Color and 
| iving our | ruth... 


“This I knew experimentally.’—from the Journal of George Fox. 


EDITORIAL - 


Quakerism is, as we often say, an “experimental” religion—one based on ex- 
perience rather than on dogma or tradition. We hope you will enjoy our latest 
experiment—the first full-color issue of Friends Bulletin. 

Many Quaker publications now use full color in order to reach out to 21st 
century readers. Quaker Life (Friends United Meeting), Quaker Action (Ameri- 
can Friends Service Committee), and Quaker News (Britain Yearly Meeting) are 
among those who have already made this change. 

Color has definite advantages. We can now share with you the work of 
remarkable Quaker artists like Jean Triol (whose vibrant watercolors are featured 
on the cover of this issue as well as on the cover of our latest book, EarthLight: 
Spiritual Wisdom for an Ecological Age). Up to now, we have been limited to black- 
and-white photos and drawings. Another advantage of our new format is that 
you will see Friends in “living color.” 

EarthLight, our new book on spiritual ecology, is also a kind of experiment. 
In undertaking this project, we hoped not only to produce an engaging book, but 
also to help revitalize Quaker environmentalism here in the West. For the past 
few years, our Quaker environmental witness has been languishing among West- 
ern Friends even as it has grown more powerful elsewhere. 

Why this decline was happening is hard to say. Pacific YM Friends had been 
on the forefront of the Quaker environmental movement back in the 1980s. They 
startedFriends Committee on Unity with Nature (FCUN), which inspired Friends 
to start a national Quaker environmental organization called Quaker Earthcare 
Witness (QEW). They also initiated EarthLight magazine, a pioneering publi- 
cation devoted to “spiritual ecology.” 

It therefore came as a shock during last summer’s Pacific Yearly Meeting 
annual session when the clerk of FCUN proposed laying this committee down 
because of “lack of interest”! 

Many Friends reacted to this proposal with shock and/or perplexity. Some 
were appalled, and a few decided to take action. Joe Morris, a retired professor 
and longtime environmental activist with the Sierra Club, became acting clerk of 
FCUN and has worked tirelessly to reinvigorate this committee. 

Thanks largely to his efforts, Santa Monica (CA) and Strawberry Creek 
Meeting (Berkeley, CA) both came to unity on a minute about global warming 
that was also approved by Southern California Quarterly Meeting (see p. 10). 
We hope that Friends will be inspired to consider this minute and take its rec- 
ommendations to heart. 

Many individual Western Friends are not only engaged in environmental 
activism, they are also carrying their concern to other Yearly Meetings. It is 
inspiring to read about the traveling ministry of Doris Ferm, Carl Magruder, 
Karen Street, and Rolene Walker. 

It is also inspiring to read about Western Friends like Nancy Yarnall and 
Betsy Emerick who are traveling to other parts of the world, such as Pakistan and 
Guatemala, to witness to their Quaker faith. 

This issue tries to reflect the vibrancy of Western Quakerism not only through 
living color, but through a living faith. That’s why it’s being sent out not only to 
our subscribers, but to a// Western Friends on our mailing list. We want everyone 
to feel part of our Western Quaker community, and to know that Friends Bulletin 


is here for you. 
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Beyond Stewardship of Nature: } 
Friends and the “Great Story” 


“by Doris Ferm 


Ge: evening Friends! It is lovely 
to be among you again, after these 
seven years! 

You have honored me, who am not 
an expert on anything, by asking me to 
speak to you on the topic of the yearly 
meeting theme: “Seeking an Earth 
Restored: The Spiritual Path of 
Stewardship.” 

I want to talk briefly about 
stewardship and the trouble our Earth 
is in, and then go deeper on the spiritual 
path, to tell the New Universe Story 
and what it means for our lives. I'll 


A lifelong Friend, Doris Ferm, 82, has al- 
ways had a passion and love for nature. For 
over 20 years, she lived in Lexington, KY, 
where she served as rep to Quaker EarthCare 
Witness (QEW) and to Friends Committee 
on National Legislation. She currently serves 
as co-clerk of Pacific Northwest Quarterly 
Meeting. Contact her at dbferm@fidalgo.net. 
The full text of this talk can be found at 
www.quaker.org/ovym/ferm. html. 
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relate these new under- 
standings to what Jesus 
and some of our Quaker 
forbears told us. And we 
will end on a note of hope. 
I have chosen to title 
this talk “Stewardship and 
Beyond” because | feel that 
the spiritual path carries us 
beyond the connotation of caretaking. 
My dictionary defines stewardship, 
first as “managing property, employees 
or any affair.” I like better the second 
definition: “the employment or use of 
one’s time, talents and possessions.” 
As the most powerful creatures on 
Earth, who have altered the planet in 
many unfortunate ways, humans surely 
do have the duty to use our time, talents 
and possessions in attempts to restore 
the health of our planet. Nevertheless, 
the term “stewardship” connotes to me 
the sense of standing outside of, or 
above, the rest of the creation. 
We are not, however, separate from 
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all that surrounds us. We are embedded 


in and a part of the natural world, just 
like squirrels, trees, streams and rocks. 
To be sure, we have become able to do 
many things—to manipulate our 
environment, to plan for the future, to 
remember the past, to be conscious of 
our actions and their consequences. Yet 
we all came from the same source; we 
are all made of star stuff. We are all 
imbued with spirit. David Suzuki in The 
Sacred Balance says, “We are creatures 
of Earth, created out of stardust, 
energized by the sun, carrying with us 
fragments of the first life forms — 
evidence of our kinship with every other 
creature on the planet.” 
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To recognize all this and live by it 
is what I mean by moving beyond 
stewardship. 

You remember how the first 
astronauts, looking back at our beautiful 
blue planet, saw it as a living thing. And 
so it does seem to be—self-organizing, 
adaptive, maintaining the temperature 
range within which life is possible; its 
water cycle, oxygen-carbon dioxide and 
other cycles keeping plant and animal 
life functioning. James Lovelock called 
it the “Gaia hypothesis.” Earth does not 
exist just for us, although we humans 
generally behave as if it is ours to use as 
we wish. 

Friends know much about the 
damage we have done to Earth; the 
pollution, the extinctions, the loss of 
biodiversity, the impoverishment of the 
soils that grow our food. We know 
about the destruction of the forests, 
which along with the phytoplankton of 
the sea provide the oxygen we breathe 
and absorb the carbon dioxide we 
exhale. We may know that 90% of the 
large ocean fish are gone, that once- 
familiar songbirds have become scarce, 
that polar bears are having difficulty 
finding food as Arctic ice sheets melt. 
We know that we add to the problems 
of global warming if we drive a car, take 
an airplane flight, or use electricity 
generated by burning fossil fuels. 

[Doris quotes many examples of the 
ecological dangers that we face, and then 
concludes.| To know all this and more 
may, however, bring us to the brink of 
despair. Perhaps, however, that sense of 
despair is a hopeful sign, because it 
arises from the realization that we are 
not separate and above, but that we are 
all interconnected—animals, people, 
flowers, insects, the soil, the waters, the 
micro-organisms, the winds, the solar 
system—everything! 

Let me give an illustration of 
interconnectedness. I live now in the 
Pacific Northwest, where an icon of the 
Native American cultures and a staple 
of the economy is the salmon. In fact, 
not only humans, but the very forests 
themselves and the creatures living 
within them are dependent upon the 
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salmon. As you know, when the salmon 
return to their natal streams to spawn 
and die, they provide food for bears, 
river otters, eagles and other predators 
and scavengers. These usually carry the 
fish up away from others who might rob 
them of their prize, to eat at the edge 
of the woods, often leaving a part of the 
carcass behind. 

The forest soils are deficient in 
nitrogen, an element necessary for plant 
life, and an element plentiful in the sea. 
By means of the remains of their spent 
bodies, defecated by those who have 
consumed them, the salmon bring 
needed nutrients from the ocean to 
enable the trees of the forests to thrive. 

I want to talk a little bit about how 
it all began, to tell, in brief, the Great 
Story, the Universe Story. Brian 
Swimme and Thomas Berry have called 
it The New Universe Story, and 


[The Bible’s] ancient creation story 
no longer fits our new knowledge. 
We need a new story to integrate 
new information and new 
understanding into the pattern of 
our lives. 


certainly the astronomers, physicists, 
geologists and other scientists have 
helped us to understand it in new and 
wonderful ways. Yet I have been struck 
by the intuitive—perhaps you would 
rather say God-given—insight of those 
ancient authors of the Book of Genesis. 
In the poetic language of the King 
James translation, “the earth was 
without form and void; and darkness 
was upon the face of the waters. And 
God said, ‘Let there be light: and there 
was light.” How wonderfully prescient! 

Although this book has molded 
and informed our civilization, its 
patriarchal, hierarchical teachings have 
led us to the situation we are now in. 
This ancient creation story no longer 
fits our new knowledge. We need a new 
story to integrate new information and 
new understanding into the pattern of 
our lives. 
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The New Universe Story tells us 
that in the beginning there was 
nothingness—or as Brian Swimme 
terms it—no-thing-ness. Then out of 
that emptiness, suddenly there flared 
forth in a great fireball the beginning 
of everything that exists—the stars, the 
galaxies, our Earth with its oceans and 
creatures, including us humans. All that 
is, was potential in the creativity 
inherent in that primeval flaring forth. 
Mote astonishing yet, out of that same 
emptiness, which is what most of the 
universe is made of, that emptiness — 
called the “plenum” because it is full of 
immeasurable potential—out of that 
realm of power, particles of matter and 
waves of energy are continually 
appearing and disappearing every 
second, everywhere. Creation is 
ongoing, not static, not finished. 

The implications of this story, this 
history, are many. For one, you and I 
are made of the same star stuff as every 
worm and sea cucumber, every tree and 
blade of grass. All are our relatives. 
Listen now to Black Elk, speaking out 
of Native American wisdom: “It is the 
story of all life that is holy and is good 
to tell, and of us two-leggeds sharing 
in it with the four-leggeds and the 
wings of the air and all green things; 
for these are children of our mother and 
their father is one Spirit.” 

The immense creativity in the 
heart of that star-burst has traveled 
through space and time to be 
manifested now in each one of us. The 
energy that danced forth in that first 
glorious flare, dances still in the 
emptiness of the plenum where 
“waveticles” flash in and out of 
existence. In even the densest matter, 
the atoms are in motion. 

When I studied geology long ago, 
I learned that if a bar of lead and a bar 
of gold are left touching each other for 
long enough—perhaps a few years— 
molecules of the lead will move into the 
bar of gold, and molecules of gold can 
be seen in the lead. 

Life is even more amazing! Micro- 
organisms have been found in solid rock 
four kilometers below Earth’s surface— 
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alive! Bacteria have also been discovered 
alive in the fossilized gut of a 40 million 
year old bee! And what of our 
relationships with other forms of life? 
Let me tell you a story: 

George Fox would have us answer 
to that of God in everyone. A man 
named Dennis Littleton, who spoke in 
Bellingham last year, told of being 
present where several birds of prey were 
being shown. One was a magnificent 
eagle, with whom Dennis wanted to 
form a relationship. He looked the eagle 
in the eye from across the room and 
addressed wordlessly the individual 
within the bird. Whether he expressed 
sympathy that the eagle was unable to 
fly free or what, I don’t remember; but 
that he made a connection was 
apparent. Much to the handler’s 
astonishment and perplexity, the great 
bird began to screech and hop around 
on its perch, flapping its wings, in 
totally unprecedented behavior. 

A few nights later I decided to try 
this on my little calico cat. She is pretty, 
soft and sweet, but she purrs silently. 
So one evening when she was on my 
lap, I consciously centered myself, and 
then began to direct my thoughts to the 
individual within this little furry body. 
Her response was to purr audibly for a 
minute or two. Were Dennis and | 
speaking to that of God in these 
creatures? 

You may take these stories with a 
grain of salt, if you like, but maybe you 
would like to try it yourself sometime. 
I have had to wonder how it might 
make a difference if we always spoke to 
one another or to our politicians from 
this deep, inward place to that place of 
inward Light in them. 

“It is God,” says Hildegard of 
Bingen, “whom human beings know in 
every creature.” And William Penn 
wrote, “It would go a long way to 
caution and direct people in their use 
of the world that they were better 
studied and knowing in the creation of 
it. For how could men find conscience 
to abuse it, while they should see the 
Great Creator look them in the face in 
all and every part thereof?” 
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Mysticism is not foreign to 
Quakers; it is of our essence, and we 
know it because this mysterious creative 
energy that is the nature of all things is 
a form of love. Brian Swimme calls it 
allurement, the attraction of one entity 
for another. It is what keeps the galaxies 
in their paths, what keeps the planets 
rotating around the sun, and the 
electrons around the protons within 
atoms. It is in the moth attracted to a 
certain flower that needs it to pollinate 
the next blossom, in the homing in of a 
hummingbird to a tubular red flower, 
in the devotion of parents to their 
offspring. It is what E.O. Wilson calls 
“biophilia,” the love of people for nature 
and animals. Physicist Brian Swimme 
says the destiny of the human is to 


We need to commit 
ourselves to radically 
changed lives, recognizing 
the costly implications, yet 
also knowing the joy, 
reverence and deep love of 
God that inspires us. 


become love in human form. And we 
have been told long ago that to live in 
love is to live in God and God in us. 
Alfred North Whitehead once defined 
God as “the binding element of the 
universe.” What can that binding 
element be but the love that the New 
Universe Story teaches, the love that is 
God? “For in God we live and move 
and have our being,” says the Apostle 
Paul (Acts 17:28). 

“This is the unique awareness,” says 
Thomas Berry, “that begins to take 
place in our time. The body of Christ 
is ultimately the entire universe. 
Otherwise neither the incarnation nor 
the redemption is complete. Experience 
of this communion is so strengthening, 
so ecstatic, that it can provide the 
energies that we need to carry life on 
into the difficult future.” 

The most important command- 
ment, Jesus said, was “You shall love the 


Lord your God with all your heart and 


FRIENDS BULLETIN 


with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength. The second 
is this: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

Who is our neighbor? Not only the 
Samaritan, the outcast, but also the 
whale, the tiger, the rainforest, the tree, 
the grass, the fungi...maybe even the 
invisible bacteria. Paul advises, “Do not 
be conformed to this age any longer, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, so that you may be able to discern 
what is the will of God—what is good 
and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 
oe 

So we have talked about our need 
for a new story upon which to base our 
lives, one in consonance with our new 
knowledge. I have tried to convey some 
of the excitement I feel, and that others 
have felt. Led by the Spirit, we recognize 
God’s hand in the wondrous beauties, 
intricacies and inter-relationships within 
the web of life. We recognize with joy our 
own connectedness in that web, and our 
closeness to God in all the Creation. We 
are humbled by an awareness of our 
responsibility as conscious participants in 
the ongoing life of this fragile planet. 
Earth is not ours to use up, it is a gift to 
be treasured, to be shared justly and to be 
passed on still thriving to future 
generations. 

Yet we humans have allowed greed 
to destroy the beauty of mountains and 
valleys, the clearness of waters and air, 
the lives of countless species. Insofar as 
Friends are involved in all this—and it 
is very hard not to be—are we, then, 
living our Testimony of Peace with 
trees, songbirds, chickens, and the other 
creatures and humans who share this 
Earth beside us? 

Are we living the testimony of 
equality with the fish in our streams, 
the mountains on our horizons, the 
hungry out of sight in reservations and 
beyond our borders? 

We have amassed goods beyond our 
needs, using nonrenewable parts of the 
Earth for our pleasure without regard for 
those who will come after us. Are we 
living our Testimony of Simplicity? 

mie Conca orepareld 
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Western Friends Speak About F arthcare 
at ()hio Valley Yearly Meeting 


by Bill Calahan 


Community Friends Meeting, Cincinnati, OH 


“Seeking an Earth Restored: The 
Spiritual Path of Stewardship” was the 
theme of this year’s Ohio Valley Yearly 
Meeting at Earlham College in 
Richmond, IN. One-hundred-eighty 
plus Friends were present for some or 
all of the five days in late July. Two of 
the plenary speakers were from the 
Western USA. 

Doris Ferm of Bellingham (WA) 
Friends Meeting gave a plenary address 
on Thursday evening titled, 
“Stewardship and Beyond” (see p. 3). 
She shied away from the term 
stewardship, with its connotations of 
standing outside of or above the natural 
world, saying “We are part of the 
natural world, just like squirrels, trees, 
streams and rocks.... We all came from 
the same source; we are all made of star 
stuff.” 

Doris turned extensively to the 
New Universe Story derived from the 
sciences, saying, 

“As my mind grapples with the 
concepts of quantum physics ... I feel 
the excitement of it, and I feel at home 
in it.... Out of that emptiness called the 
‘plenum,’ that realm of power, particles 
of matter and waves of energy are 
continually appearing and disappearing 
every second, everywhere. Creation is 
ongoing, not static, not finished.... This 
mysterious creative energy that is the 
nature of all things is a form of love... 
the attraction of one thing for another. 
It is what keeps the galaxies in their 
paths, the planets rotating around the 
sun, is in the homing in of a 
hummingbird to a tubular red flower, 
and in the devotion of parents to their 
offspring...” 


She said we need to commit 


Articles on pp. 6-7 are from BeFriending 
Creation, Sept-Oct 2006. Used with per- 
mission of QEW, quakerearthcare.org. 
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ourselves to radically changed lives, 
“spirit-filled lives that see every form 
of life as an expression of universal love.” 

Carl Magruder of Grass Valley 
(CA) Friends Meeting gave a Saturday 
night plenary talk titled, “The Gospel 
of the Earth.” Carl had met previously 
with the middle youth and with the 
teens, who turned out in numbers and 
seemed to resonate with him. He had 
attended several of our Yearly Meeting 
workshops and worship-sharings to 
listen and get a sense of what we were 
thinking and feeling. 

He opened with a song that 
included the line, “I must be the song I 
sing about.” He spoke of his frustration 
as he lives within an economic/cultural 
system that, despite his attempts to live 
frugally and “off the grid,” makes it 
impossible for him and the rest of us to 
live more sustainably. 

He emphasized that technology by 
itself will not save us. We Friends have 


Rolene Walker 
San Francisco (CA) Meeting 
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Carl Magruder 
Grass Valley (CA) Meeting 


something better than all the green 
technologies and better than all the 
stained glass and great artwork in the 
cathedrals. What we have is our Meeting 
communities with our history of radical 
Quaker democratic process grounded in 
the Spirit, which has helped bring about 
some important societal changes. In 
conclusion, Carl said that out in the future 
somewhere “there is a great symphony 
waiting to be played. How I long to hear 
that music.” 0 


Rolene Walker 


| Begins her |_ ong 
“Walk With Earth 


by Louis Cox 
Quaker EarthCare Witness (QEW) 
P ublication Coordinator 


Rolene Walker, a member of San 
Francisco Friends Meeting and a QEW 
supporter, will soon begin a pilgrimage 
from San Diego, CA, to Santiago, Chile, 
carrying a spiritual concern for the earth. 
Accompanied by three to seven high- 
school-age and adult Friends, she will 
roughly follow the Pan American 
Highway while seeking out places of great 
beauty and rich biological diversity—in 
other words, to walk with the earth, and 
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not simply over it. 

Traveling about ten miles a day, the 
group will receive hospitality from schools 
and churches where they will be sharing 
stories and songs that emphasize the 
sacredness of the earth. A support vehicle 
will accompany them. 

“I envision this as a walking- 
learning-teaching process, a peace 
community trying to model how people 
do live well together,” Rolene reports on 
her website, www.walkwithearth.org. 

“We will be studying the Quaker 
testimonies and queries from a new 
perspective: Is the query on simple 
living the same in the U.S. as in El 


“Moving, like the C_entipede’: 
Flow to Face the i 
of Global Warming 


by Louis Cox 


Quaker EarthCare Witness Publication Coordinator 


Burlington, VT 
Karen Street of Berkeley (CA) 


Friends Meeting began an interest 
group on climate change at the 2006 
Friends Gneneral Conference 
Gathering in Tacoma, WA, with a 
graph showing that carbon dioxide, a 
greenhouse gas, is at its highest level in 
450,000 years. But even as heat records 
continue to be broken, temperatures 
still lag behind what is possible with this 
level of CO”, according to research into 
previously warm periods in the earth’s 
history, she said. 

A one-meter rise in sea levels from 
melting polar ice caps will displace tens 
of millions of people. Global warming 
is also being linked to droughts in 
Africa, disturbances in Indian 
monsoons, floods in Europe, water 
shortages in China, extinctions of 
amphibians in Central America, and 
poleward migrations of animals, plants, 
and insects. Greenhouse gases are 
having disproportionate effects on 
weather events, as seen in recent 
monster hurricanes and deadly heat 
waves. There is concern the Gulf 


Stream could be disrupted, drastically 
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Salvador? What would John Woolman 
say today about our lives and how we 
are making it impossible for many other 
species to survive?” 

Rolene believes young people today 
already know a lot about how distressed 
the earth is, but not enough has been 
done to teach them the joy of a spiritual 
relationship to the earth. “We need to 
wake up very soon to the sacred glory 
of life and nature and our social 
responsibility to preserve both or be 
destroyed.... The care of the earth is 
for us what slavery was for Quakers in 
John Woolman’s time.” 

Rolene has spent a lot of time in 


chilling North 
America and 
Europe, she said. 

As bad as this 
news is, average 
global temperature 
is expected to 
increase two degrees Celsius by 2015, and 
sea levels are projected to rise three to four 
meters in the coming century, Karen said. 
At 2.5 degrees Celsius above historic 
averages, ecosystem productivity is likely 
to drop significantly. 

Only by immediately reducing CO? 
emissions to 2005 levels or lower can we 
avert global disaster, Karen said. This 
must be followed by a more drastic 
program of cutting CO? emissions to 60 
percent below 1990 levels by 2050. This 
will require major technological retooling, 
as well as millions of people learning to 
live well with lower energy consumption. 

She compared this multifaced 
challenge ahead to the legs of a 
centipede: It takes only 20 out of the 
100 legs to get the centipede moving— 
comparable to an initial 10 percent 
reduction in greenhouse gases. 
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Columbia and has felt most spiritually 
grounded while hiking in the 
mountains, so the leading that came to 
her many years ago was not a complete 
surprise. She did decide to wait until 
her retirement this year so that she 
could devote her full energy to the task. 

The group is in need of various 
kinds of support, from help in arranging 
hospitality and translating teaching 
materials into Spanish to tax-deductible 
contributions. To get involved, contact 
Christine Bush, Walk With Earth 
Treasurer, 500 W. Middlefield Rd, #35, 
Mountain View, CA 94043-3409, or 
through their website. 


Karen Street uses a drawing of a centipede to 
show the many faceted challenge of getting the 
world to act effectively on global climate change 


“We must educate ourselves and 
others. We must learn how to com- 
municate about what comes up for us 
emotionally and spiritually when we 
consider the magnitude of this threat. 
We must also become skilled at 
lobbying and in building enough 
political power to remove those in office 
who don’t understand,” she said. 

Carl Magruder of Grass Valley 
(CA) Friends Meeting, followed with 
a different but complementary 
approach to climate change, from the 
perspective of what he called the 
“Gospel of the Earth.” 

“Who is feeling exuberance, 
delight, and awe over what we see 


unfolding?” Carl asked. Responding to 
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his own question, he said, “I feel that 
profoundly. Karen Street makes it clear 
that failure to curb global warming is 
an option for us.” Many people are 
pinning their hopes on a technological 
solution, a modern deus ex machina, he 
noted. But outward changes must be 
accompanied by equally profound 
inward changes. “We must embark on 
a spiritual journey that takes us through 
the depths of despair. But we will also 
need a container for the despair we 
encounter, a community to help us bear 
the burden, and a faith to help move it 
forward.” He suggested that the 
Religious Society of Friends has the 
potential to play that role. 

“We are being called to a mystical 
communion with Creation, but first we 
must shed the pride and sophistication 
that shield us from the horror of our 
personal complicity in its destruction. 
We must acknowledge that as Eur- 
opean and North Americans we are 


among the most culpable people in the 
history of mankind,” Carl said. 

“We feel despair precisely because 
of the stirring of compassion in our 
hearts. But if love is the First Motion, 
then ethics is the Second Motion. As 
encapsulated in our Faith & Practice, 
Quakerism is a lived faith grounded 
in a symbiotic relationship with all of 
Creation. We can’t think our way into 
a paradigm shift. We must live our 
way into it; and way will open, as it 
did for early Friends. The Truth to be 
revealed through this ordeal will 
astound us. This is a matter of faith, 
not intellect. 

“While the thermometer is telling 
us that we have to embark on what 
promises to be an exciting adventure, 
we don’t have the luxury of knowing our 
destination ahead of time. But the 
paramount question is whether as 
Friends we will embark corporately— 
just as Jesus’s friends responded in a 


body when he said, ‘Lay down your nets 
and follow me.” 

Dee Rossman of Strawberry Creek 
(CA) Friends Meeting asked Friends 
to consider in worship-sharing how to 
create an atmosphere for change in 
themselves and others, in response to 
what they have heard so far about global 
warming. Some Friends related the 
discussion to Al Gore’s film, An 
Inconvenient Truth, and Jared 
Diamond’s book Collapse. Some saw the 
relevance of the Precautionary 
Principle, as well as the Testimony of 
Simplicity. 

Because of the speakers’ stress on 
the need for a community response, 
plans were made to set up a listserv to 
facilitate further discussion and 
networking. 

Those interested in the listserv or 
Karen’s blog on climate and energy 
issues ° may! ‘contact /)hevemeay 


Karen_Street@sbcglobal.net. 0 


“First |_ ight or | ast Things?” 


by Shelley Tannebaum 
and Sandra Lewis 


Strawberry Creek Meeting 
Berkeley, CA 


What does it mean to hold Earth in 
the light and what does it mean for us to 
be held in the light of Earth? California 
Friends explored these and other 
questions at “Holding Earth in the Light,” 
an Earthcare retreat held in the rolling 
Sierra foothills as the summer turned to 
fall. Fifty Friends from fourteen meetings 
within Pacific Yearly Meeting gathered 
to ponder these questions, to share reports 
from their meetings, and to be challenged 
and inspired by Friend Keith Helmuth, a 
member of New Brunswick (Canada) 
MM, and a sojourning member of 
Central Philadelphia MM. 

Keith’s thought-provoking keynote 
address, entitled “First Light or Last 
Things,” questioned whether we are on 
the eve of an ecological enlightenment, 
with a rediscovered spiritual and 
physical connection to the Earth 
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Friends Gather to F. onder F cological Concerns 


Participants in “Holding Earth in the Light” retreat held at Sierra Friends Center 
(hitp://sterrafriendscenter. org), September 29-October 1, 2006. 


guiding our actions. Alternatively, he 
wondered if we might be headed for 
chaos and destruction, because of our 
disregard for the health and viability of 
Earth’s ecosystems. 

Keith described the spiritual 
sustenance he experienced from joining 
several other Quakers in worship 
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together with the Abenaki People at 
their First Light Ceremony. They 
welcomed the dawn as the sun’s first 
light flowed over the hills and valleys 
in New Brunswick, Canada, with 
gratitude for this light which gives life 
to all beings. This ceremony gave him 
an immediate and visceral experience 
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of light—a central motif in 
Quakerism—reminding him that spirit 
connects to humans directly through 
the natural world. 

The darker side of Keith’s message, 
the coming of destruction and 
disruption due to our civilization’s 
disregard for Earth’s ecosystems, came 
with a cautionary tale from one of 
California’s native elders. Not far from 
where we gathered in the Sierra 
foothills, a man named Ishi entered the 
town of Oroville years ago—he was 
nearly starved, the last surviving 
member of the Yahi People. The Yahi 
had been systematically hunted down 
and killed by the land-hungry 
American settlers in the rich, “golden 
hills” of the new state of California. Ishi 
lived for another five years in the 
California Museum of San Francisco, 
under the care of UC Berkeley 
Professor Alfred Kroeber. Though Ishi 
understandably fell into short bouts of 
depression during his remaining years 
on Earth, for the most part he was 
remarkably centered and outwardly 
kind to all who came in contact with 
him, showing no malice towards the 
culture that had destroyed his people. 
Keith encourages us to learn from this 
example, so that we can also remain 
centered and kind in whatever future 
unfolds. Keith believes that Ishi’s 
world-view—which was centered in 
relationship with all creation and saw 
human interaction with the natural 
world as a way to learn how to behave 
in it—as a key to his ability to cope with 
such major traumas in his life. 

Friends had many stories of their 
own to tell, reporting how they and 
their Meetings are witnessing for the 
Earth. Friends noted that many people 
in their Meetings are taking steps to 
make changes toward a more 
sustainable way of life. We heard 
reports about individuals traveling less, 
using more efficient vehicles or modes 
of travel, energy conservation in homes, 
gardening for food and eating locally 
produced food. We also heard that most 
Meetings have initiated ways to “green” 
their meeting houses through energy 
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conservation and other practices. We 
recognized that while these were 
important things to do, they con- 
stituted first steps toward larger, sys- 
temic changes that are required if hum- 
ans are to live sustainably on Earth. 
Ideas for taking that next step 
include working with interfaith groups 
to promote sustainability, developing 
local Friends’ lobbying groups modeled 
on Friends Committee on National 
Legislation to work on municipal and 
regional sustainability, introducing 


“Here we are, a small group of 
Quakers... wondering about our 
task and what the Society of 
Friends should be doing with 
regard to the human future. 
Although I imagine most 
Quakers have made the 
ecological turn in their thinking, 
it seems to me the Society of 
Friends, collectively, is yet to 
realize its potential as an 
evolutionary catalyst for 
ecologically sound adaptation. 
There is a natural confluence 
between Friends’ testimonies and 
the ecological world view which, 
if fully developed, will serve to 
advance policy initiatives and 
practical projects that move 
toward a mutually enhancing 
human-earth relationship. Last 
things continually trouble our 
journey. But first light is ever 
dawning, and the path of fully 
responsive living is ever more 
well illuminated.” 


—Keith Helmuth 


ideas such as Strawberry Creek and 
Chico Meetings’ “Dime a Gallon” 
project to other Meetings, promoting 
permaculture as a practical path toward 
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sustainability and a dream of developing 
an eco-village at Sierra Friends Center. 
A draft Minute on climate change was 
discussed, and will be considered by 
several meetings and by Southern 
California and College Park Quarterly 
Meetings (see www.dimeagallon.com). 

One of the themes that emerged 
from our weekend together is that peace, 
earthcare and social justice work are 
intertwined, with work on any one of 
these concerns no longer possible without 
understanding how it relates to and affects 
the others. Strawberry Creek Monthly 
Meeting, a co-sponsor of the retreat along 
with Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Unity with 
Nature Committee, has recently made 
this interdependence visible by forming 
a Peace, Earthcare and Social Witness 
Committee. Two years ago, “Strawberries” 
(as Friends in this Meeting call 
themselves) adopted the Dime a Gallon 
Project as a response to the war in Iraq 
and global environmental concerns. The 
project, overseen by the Peace/ 
Environment and Social Witness 
committee, encourages members/attend- 
ers to contribute ten cents for every gallon 
of gasoline or energy equivalent for their 
personal consumption of fossil fuels. 
Most Strawberries participate in the proj- 
ect to some extent, and energy awareness 
is high throughout the Meeting. 

First light or last things? The answer 
may be that both will happen 
simultaneously in our lifetimes. What can 
we learn from the past and from each 
other to bring our light to the world? This 
retreat highlighted the tension we feel 
between what Friends are doing now to 
live in more sustainable ways and the 
profound changes in worldview and 
societal functioning that are required if 
we are to survive and thrive within either 
future scenario. Will we as spiritual seek- 
ers, Quakers and human beings take to 
heart the vital lessons from nature, tap the 
wisdom of our ancestors, call on spirit for 
guidance and do the work required to 
resolve this tension and move forward 
toward a new way of being and living? 
What are we as Quakers called to 
contribute to this essential and life- 


affirming work? OJ 


California Friends Kespond to (ylobal Warning Crisis 


by Joe Morris 
Santa Monica (CA) Meeting 
Acting Clerk, Pacific Yearly Meeting Unity with Nature Committee 


This is a story of how a few hundred Quakers in 
southern California are struggling to discern their right 
response to the portentous effects of global climate change. 
Our search is beginning, and a plan for specific action is 
only now starting to form. The magnitude of the planet’s 
crisis, our understanding of it, and our opinions about 
appropriate action remain in great flux. But, most 
importantly, we need to consider: What is our spiritual 
leading? 

On October 22, 2006, Southern California Quarterly 
Meeting approved the following minute on “Global 
Climate Change:” 


We recognize that the current consumption of 
environmental resources 1s damaging to the planet, and that 
conflicts over resources are aggravating the conditions for 
war. 

We call for Friends to monitor and decrease their 
individual consumption so that Earth’ resources are 
sustained or replenished. Such commitment will likely entail 
major adjustments in our purchases, our diets, and our ways 
of transportation. 

While many individual Friends have progressed 
toward a sustainable lifestyle, we must now move to a 
corporate witness in our meeting(s), joining with and 
helping each other and al: like-minded groups in 
supporting our common concerns. 

We ask all to stay continually informed about thts 
evolving planetary crisis and discern the future actions that 
will become needed. We appeal to all Friends to make this a 
standing priority in our families, meetings, and 
communities. 

We ask all monthly meetings in the coming months to 
discuss and discern this minute in terms of what 1s the 
appropriate witness and action for them and for input at a 
future meeting of Quarterly. 


Like millions of others across this country, members 
of Santa Monica Meeting have felt a growing urgency about 
the mounting effects of global warming, but our actions 
had been predominantly individual, e.g., using fuel-efficient 
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cars, shopping with cloth bags, thorough recycling, and 
contributing to environmental causes. This past summer may 
have been the tipping point in deciding to do something 
together. 

On June 24th, a group of us went to downtown Los 
Angeles for a public outdoor showing of An Inconvenient 
Truth.Al Gore’s powerful documentary on global warming 
easily dominated the attention of the standing-room only 
audience of several thousand. To our astonishment, Gore 
himself showed up, walking on stage to introduce the movie. 
People of all ages and ethnic groups gaped and sometimes 
gasped at the enormous screen, with images of disappearing 
glaciers and graphs of skyrocketing amounts of atmospheric 
carbon dioxide. At that time, already a million people had 
seen the film in its first few weeks. I marvelled at the 
realization that concern about global warming had 
transcended the pleas of a few eminent scientists. It is now a 
mass movement. So where are we Quakers in all this? 

As if to drive the point painfully home, the rest of the 
summer in LA was one of the warmest ever. On July 22nd, 
Woodland Hills hit a searing 119 degrees, breaking the all- 
time high for temperature records in the county. Then the 
“Day Fire” (named because it began on Labor Day) burned 
for weeks through over 140,000 acres of drought-stricken 
forest, at one point blocking the interstate north for several 
days. 

A few weeks later, Santa Monica Meeting drafted and 
approved the climate change minute above, then took it to 
Quarterly, where it was also easily approved with no 
objections. The minute has five distinctive themes, each in a 
separate paragraph: 


1. Acknowledging climate change as a phenomenon no 
longer in doubt and one that is increasingly disrupting 
natural habitats and human lives. 


2. Realizing that seriously lowering our own contributions 
to greenhouse gases won't be easy. Such practices as buying 
food grown locally, accepting the often inconvenient 
choice of public transportation over private commuting, 
or eliminating the use of disposable products will take 
commitment. 


3. Uniting with each other, other religious groups, and 
environmental organizations to make a public statement. 
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Quakers are less than one in a thousand. Working 
together was what it took to prevail against slavery 
and against the Vietnam War. It is necessary again. 


4. Staying current with new challenges and adapting 
to them. The news about environmental change is 
coming fast, and we will need to stay informed, discuss, 
and make adjustments. 


5. Taking planned time in each meeting to discuss and 
unite behind actions that seem most suitable. 


Very few Friends had trouble with the first point. At 
least weekly, we have read of some new manifestation of 
climate change. At the 2006 PYM gathering in July, an 
unprecedented entire plenary was given over to “Unity with 
Nature” and the plight of the environment. Many people 
spoke. The prevalent mood was apprehension mixed with 
bewilderment about what should or could be done. 

This spiritual paralysis seems to reflect where many 
Quakers find themselves at this time. In contacts with 
members of over a dozen other meetings in California, 
I’ve noticed a common pattern. Most of those committed 
to earth care tend so far to be on the periphery, infrequently 
in leadership or of great influence. (Prominent exceptions 
include the two meetings in Berkeley.) The likely reason 
lies not in Quakers’ devaluing the importance of issues 
like global warming, but in not knowing where to fit them. 
Earth care is not yet a full Friends’ testimony. Is it then 
related to peace issues, living with simplicity, or what? 

One Friend, for instance, expressed his discomfort 
about a suggestion to “labor with others to help reduce 
the use of fossil fuels.” If that phrase were altered to 


promote more traditional Quaker concerns like gender 
equality or nonviolence, my guess is that he would have had 
no reservations. 

How does spirit move us to care for the earth? At my 
meeting and others as well, effective implementation of a 
minute must build on this discernment. This is essential 
work that now awaits us. Just as John Woolman 200 years 
ago travelled on horseback from meeting to meeting in the 
Northeast to ignite Quakers’ consciences against slavery, so 
a few today must patiently but persistently build awareness 
among Friends that care for the earth is a deeply principled, 
as well as an increasingly urgent concern. 

A powerful leading may lie hidden in our neglected 
testimony on community. PYM Faith andPractice states that 
all of the other testimonies finally “come together in our 
testimony on community, which calls us to sustain caring 
relationships for all” (pp. 44-45). 

Community, it explains, is “a shared sense of the 
common good within which we discern who we are and 
where we each fit in the larger scheme of things..... The Spirit 
calls Friends to acknowledge their connection to one another 
and to all creation.” 

That’s an eloquent statement—amd closely akin to the 
bedrock premise of ecology! When I pollute the air, you 
breathe it in. And when people plant trees, I, and all other 
animals, breathe easier. We are all unfailingly connected, 
spiritually and biologically. Indeed maybe the two cannot 
be separated. 

As John Muir, the founder of the American 
environmental movement, wrote, “If you try to take out 
anything by itself, you find it hitched to everything in the 


universe.” 


BEYOND THE MONTHLY Park, Temescal Canyon, Pacific Palisades, 

NEWS OF QUAKER MEETING/CHURCHES CA. Friday night Shan Cretin, Director 
NEWSLETTERS Colorado Regional Meeting was held of the Pacific Southwest Region, 
November 3-5, 2006, at YMCA Camp American Friends Service Committee 

of the Rockies, outside Estes Park. The (AFSC), spoke on “AFSC and Monthly 

by Nancy Yarnall theme was “Creating Community: Meeting Partnerships for Peace and 
FWCC Western Field Staff Confronting Power, Privilege, and Social Justice.” Saturday, Jane Peers 


Mark your calendar: the next FWCC 
Northwest Regional Gathering will be 
held March 2-3, 2007, at Reedwood 
Friends Church, Portland, OR. Friends 
in the Portland area will take care of 
logistics such as transportation, food, and 
lodging. Friends in the Seattle area will 
plan the program. For more information, 
you contact me at my FWCC e-mail 
address:nancyy@fwecamericas.org. 
However, when I reply to you, my message 
will come from nancy.yarnall@gmail.com. 
Either e-address works to write to me. 
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Prejudice.” Vanessa Julye of Friends 
General Conference spoke on “Faithful 
to God’s Leading, Moving Toward 
Wholeness.” 

North Pacific Yearly Meeting Junior 
Friends are planning a service trip to 
Central or South America next summer. 
Harbor Villa’s 6" Annual Center for 
Personal Growth in Christ, week-long 
personal retreats on the Oregon Coast, 
will be held in January 2007. E-mail 
ken@twinrocks.org for information. 
Southern California Quarterly Meeting 
met October 20-22 at Temescal Gateway 
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explored the theme “Why Be a Quaker.” 
Twin Rocks Friends Camp celebrated 


under the wings of the world famous 
Spruce Goose airplane at the Evergreen 
Aviation Museum in McMinnville, OR 
on November 13, 2006. The event 
combined a benefit dinner with the 
unveiling of the camp’s new Master Site 


Plan. 
The Friends Committee on Washington 
Public Policy is seeking a Friend to serve 
as lobbyist. For 


information: 


Continued on page 17 
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The 


Friends Committee on 
Legislation (FCL) held its 2006 south- 
ern California dinner on September 
30" * at the First Friends Church of 
Whittier. The evening’s theme was 
Making a Difference—Then, Now and 
Tomorrow. FCL, begun by Quakers 
over 54 years ago, is your Quaker 
witness in Sacramento and ad-vocates 
for state laws "that’ are” just, 
compassionate, and respectful of the 
inherent worth of every person. 

The evening began with welcomes 
by Brian Vura-Weis, FCL’s Develop- 


ment and Outreach Coordinator, and 


Holds Dinner in 
Southem Califomia 


by Brian Vura-Weis 
Palo Alto (CA) Meeting 


Co-Clerks of FCL’s Southern Regional 
Committee; Sherri Sisson of Orange 
County Meeting and Laurel Gord of 
Santa Monica Meeting (pictured on 
left). Legislative Advocate Jim Lindburg 
reviewed this year’s legislative session. 
Special emphasis was given to FCLs 
efforts to end the death penalty and to 
reduce our state’s prison population by 
sentencing reforms and reducing 
recidivism. FCLs support for the public 
financing of elections and universal health 
care were also discussed. The program 
also included a presentation by Pat Hardy 
and the Reverend Teddy Harder on the 


“C y0at Sunday” Aids 
Women in Burundi 


by David Albert 
Olympia (WA) Meeting 


The “Goat Sunday” idea came 
about through Africa Great Lakes Ini- 
tiative (AGLI) and the Mutaho Wid- 
ows’ Cooperative. The Widows’ Coop- 
erative, made up of 54 former wives of 
genocide victims and their children who 
were now leaving the refugee camps, 
was trying to rebuild some form of sub- 
sistence agriculture. But they returned 
home with virtually nothing. So they 
wanted money for twelve goats. The 
main purpose of the goats is not milk 
(though much appreciated) nor the oc- 
casional meat. Rather, applying goat 
manure to their bean plants—beans 
being the major food staple—triples the 
yield. Each goat costs $30, plus $13 for 


deworming and medicine, for a total of 
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Friends (_ommittee on 
|_egislation of C alifomia 


importance of the Alternatives to 
Violence Project (AVP). Pat Hardy told 
of AVP’s expansion into more California 
prisons, and Reverend Harder shared his 
experiences working as a prison lay 
chaplain and the obstacles to successful 
re-entry faced by prisoners. 

The keynote speech was given by 
former State Assembly Member John 
Longville (pictured on right). Longville, 
who was arrested while demonstrating 
outside the 1968 Democratic 
Convention in Chicago, has long had a 
special appreciation for the work of 
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$43. (Heifer International goats 
cost $120 each; they do wonder- 
ful work, but it is amazing how 
many more you can get when 
there isn't any overhead.) 
Olympia Friends organized 
goat art projects and songs for 
the children’s program. We 
downloaded maps and pictures 
of Burundi, so that everyone 
would know where the goats are 
going. We had “goat hospitality” 
—the Meeting bakers made goat cheese 
cannoli and spanakopita and other goat 
cheese specialties for sale (and distrib- 
uted recipes). Then there were goat 
storytelling sessions for both children 
and adults—virtually every culture has 
goat stories to share; I told several from 
the Yiddish and Asian Indian tradi- 
tions. And a special four-legged guest 
(a Nubian goat named Freya) made a 
“guest appearance” (see picture above). 
By the end of the day, we had raised 
the funds for the 27 goats, with a little 


left over for agricultural implements. 
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The “Goat Sunday” idea is now 
spreading through the Quaker Home- 
schooling Circle, and I would like to see 
it spread among other Friends groups as 
well. I am sure the AGLI office can put» 
you in touch with other communities 
where goats are needed. And if you or 
the kids simply want to support the 
project with a small donation, simply 
make a check out to “Friends Peace 
Teams/African Great Lakes Initiative.” 
write “goats” in the comment line, and 
send it to me at: Skylark Sings, 1717 18" 
Court NE, Olympia, WA 98506.0 ~ 
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by Nancy Yarnall 
FWCC Field Staff 


FWCC Section of the Americas, Annual 
Meeting, near Chiquimula, Guatemala, 
March 16-19, 2006 


The gecko clinging to the wall of our hotel 
room when we arrived for the FWCC Section 
of the Americas Annual Meeting near 
Chiquimula, Guatemala, indicated that this was 
not going to be the usual Section of the 
Americas Annual Meeting. Many 
Guatemalans live closer to nature than most of 
us in the US, and these tiny lizards are common 
in homes. They eat undesirable insects, so 
people share living space with them happily. We 
left the gecko in peace, and it returned the 
courtesy. 

Deciding to hold Annual Meeting in 
Chiquimula, a city of about 80,000 people, 
meant choosing a location with a long bus ride 
from the airport and meeting in a hotel out of 
town, as there were no suitable residential 
locations in the city. 

For two nights Annual Meeting attendees, 
housed at the Hotel Atlanticé in Rio Hondo, 
Zacapa, rode buses into Chiquimula to worship 
at the Ambassadors Evangelical Friends 
Church. The buses parked a couple of blocks 
from the church and young men wearing white 
shirts and red ties escorted us along the cobbled 
streets. At the church, little girls, dressed in their 
finest, greeted us with baskets of sweets. We 
listened to a band playing music in traditional 
Guatemalan style while we waited in line for a 


‘ ee 
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delicious dinner prepared by the women of the church. Once in the 
worship room, we put on interpretation headphones for a spirit-led 
service. We heard hymns, a message from Julio Lépez, pastor of the 
church, and the history of the Friends Church in Guatemala, the 
Ambassadors Friends Church, and the Holiness Friends Church. 

During the daytime we took care of business. Business meeting 
started at 8:00 a.m., followed by Worship Groups, Regional Meetings 
and Workshops. At this Annual Meeting, Friends attended from 
nearly all affiliated Quaker groups in Latin America. This was very 
powerful for Latin American Friends. 

Latin American Friends participated in Business Meeting. For 


Ann Sever and Vidalio Sosa. 
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example, in a discussion regarding 
conscientious objection, we heard 


concerns from Friends in Bolivia. These 


perspectives from Bolivia and other 
Latin American countries helped 
North Americans see that they weren't 
alone in their peace concerns. 

Occasional power outages, trickles 
of water, and not-so-warm showers 
reminded us North Americans that we 
were in Central America, but these 
inconveniences were offset by visiting 
with Friends from all over the 
Americas, the lush tropical setting and 
the mid-afternoon siesta time with the 
option of the swimming pool. 

The second bus trip to Chiquimula 
was highlighted by a message from 
Duduzile Mtshazo, of Central and 
South Africa Yearly Meeting and Clerk 
of Friends World Committee for 
Consultation. As a young woman Dudu 
found Quakers different from other 
white people. She was astonished to be 

served tea in the same china cup and 
saucer as everyone abe and not the jelly 
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jar customarily given to blacks to drink 
from. She felt that in South Africa both 
the older and younger generations owe 
a debt to those who had been students 
during the anti-apartheid movement. 
They led the way and many even 
sacrificed their lives. 

The third evening we bused to 
Chiquimula and divided into smaller 
groups to attend special evening 
services that local Friends had planned 
for us. We went to four churches of the 
National Friends Church, three 
churches from the Holiness Yearly 
Meeting, and the Ambassadors Friends 
Church. We found our hosts warm and 
welcoming, delighted to spend their 
Saturday evening sharing their churches 
with us. At the end of each service, local 
Friends gave us gifts to remind us of 
our visit. 

FWCC had received a formal 
invitation from the independent Junta 
Mensual de la Iglesia Evangélica 
Embajadores Amigos (the monthly 
Hee of the i Ese Friends 


Hea ASRS AMIE IR: 


Friends World Committee 
for Consultation 
SECTION OF THE AMERICAS 


Comité Mundial de Consulta 
de los Amigos 


SECCION DE LAS AMERICAS 
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Evangelical Church) to host our 
meeting. The Junta Anual Amigos de 
Santidad (the Yearly Meeting of 
Holiness Friends), also from the 
Chiquimula area, helped with local 
arrangements. Our confidence in local 
Friends was justified, and their work 
exceeded even our high expectations. 

The majority of the 20,000-plus 
Friends in Guatemala belong to the 
Iglesia Evangélica Nacional Amigos de 
Guatemala (National Evangelical 
Friends Church of Guatemala). 
Although not affiliated with the 
Section of the Americas, many Quakers 
from the National Friends Church 
joined us, and the buses we used were 
owned by a member of the National 
Friends Church. 

Guatemala Monthly Meeting (an 
English-speaking meeting affiliated 
with Pacific Yearly Meeting and 
including the staff of the Guatemala — 
Scholarship and Loan Program) 
arranged the airport-to-hotel trans- 
portation and tours before and after the 


“It was great to be 


able to worship, sing, 
pray together, no 
matter the language.” 


2006 Annual Meeting in 
Chiquimula, Guatemala 


See more photos online! 
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Annual Meeting. 

Over 200 Friends attended Annual 
Meeting. Because of the location, more 
Central American Friends than usual 
were able to be full participants. Friends 
from Guatemala, El Salvador and 
Honduras participated in some or all 
sessions, and local Friends were bused 
to the hotel on Sunday morning for our 
final Meeting for Worship. 

Our theme was, “To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good” (1 Corinthians 12:7). 
The common good that we would move 
one step further to becoming a true 
Section of the Americas was fulfilled.O 


A SHorrt History OF FRIENDS | 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 


In 1902 two young men from 
California, Clark Buckley and 
Thomas J. Kelley (who died the 
following year), began distributing 
tracts and copies of the Bible in 
Spanish in Chiquimula. Other 
young adults, including families 
with children connected with what 
is now Azusa Pacific University, 
came to Chiquimula to join in the 
work. Living conditions were hard 
and journeys of hundreds of miles 
were made by mule. The 
Missionary Board of California 
(now Evangelical Friends Church 
Southwest) recognized the work in 
1904. A farm, boys’ and girls’ 
schools, and a home for 
missionaries were established soon 
after. From Chiquimula, Quaker 
evangelism spread out to 
indigenous people in the nearby 
village of Jocotan and into 
Honduras and El Salvador. 

In 1970 Central American 
Yearly Meeting, covering the three 
countries, became independent, 
and it separated later into three 
yearly meetings: El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Honduras. 


This information was provided by staff of 
the Section of the Americas offices in 
Philadelphia and Mexico. 
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NEWS OF FRIENDS 


“THE CORPORAL’S 
Boots” 


by Jeannie Graves 
University Meeting (Seattle, WA) 


[AFSC’s “Eyes Wide Open” traveling 
exhibit featured a pair of empty boots for each 
soldier killed in Iraq.] 


When the “Eyes Wide Open” 
exhibit came to Seattle, I went to see it 
with a Friend. I spent a long time 
watching one mother try to fix her son’s 
boots with shaking hands while her two 
younger sons looked on. Witnessing her 
grief was almost overwhelming. 

The next morning in Meeting for 
Worship I was moved to speak and it 
felt like the words flowed through me. 
My eyes were closed but I could hear 
people sobbing. Afterwards, Patricia 
Boiko asked if I would repeat what I 
said on film for her. I wasn’t sure I could 
but agreed to try if she would make it 
soon. She did and I retold my 
experience. 

Patricia found that pair of boots 
and then found the mother, Doris Kent. 
With the help of Lynn Waddington 
(also from University Friends Meeting) 
and support from other Friends, 
Patricia made an eight-minute 
documentary (available free at http:// 
Weve. Guy cos tui bee.. Cc O. mm / 
watch?v=NolEYfzjOVo and at http:// 
Wein CsOae 0 OF0se lfc". G:0 ina/ 
videoplay?docid=2965039344546766719). 

Since then, some amazing things 
have happened. Doris and I actually 
met each other at a screening of the film 
in a local theatre. Washington state’s 
governor, Christine Gregoire, has 
viewed the film and met with Patricia 
and Doris and a representative from the 
Virginia to talk about how Washington 
state will support the soldiers and their 
families who return (or don’t) from Iraq. 

“The Corporal’s Boots” was 
awarded the “Most Heroic Film” in the 
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Seattle True Independent Film festival. 
Military people and their families 
working for peace have incorporated 
the film into their efforts. 

Patricia is currently working on a 
full length film featuring Jonathan’s 
diary and the only surviving soldier 
from Jon’s vehicle, Matthew Drake. She 
hopes to have that film ready in time 
for the Seattle Independent Film 
Festival. 

As these films inspire more people 
to pray for peace, write for peace and 
work for peace; it is surely a blessing. 

To help support the production of 
the sequel films, you may send 
contributions with checks payable to 
Northwest Film Forum, “The 
Corporal’s boots” at Northwest Film 
Forum, 1515 12th Ave, Seattle WA 
98122 


SIXTH PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST QUAKER 


WOMEN’S THEOLOGY 
CONFERENCE EPISTLE 


Menucha, OR 
August 24-27, 2006 


To Friends Everywhere, 

Greetings from the high bluffs 
overlooking the Columbia River in 
Corbett, Oregon at the Menucha 
Conference Center. We are 58 Quaker 


15 


women from programmed, semi- 
programmed and unprogrammed 
traditions gathered for the sixth 
Northwest Quaker Women’s 
Theology Conference. We have met 
here to seek truth and speak love. 

We thank the kind friends of First 
Presbyterian Church for their 
hospitality of over fifty years of 
nurturing body, mind, heart and soul 
in this space dedicated to cultivating 
the seeds of peace we brought with us 
to this conference. 

Long before we got here, the 
germination process was encouraged 
by the planning committee. Each of 
us was asked to write a focus paper on 
the conference theme, “Common 
Roots, Uncommon Branches.” 
Plenary sessions, home groups, 
workshops and worship filled the four 
days we spent here. 

Plenary Sessions: There were four 
plenary sessions. In the first, Peggy 
Parsons described for us a gentle stirring 
among Quakers. These Friends are 
“marked by the desire to build 
relationships” among all Quakers and 
she called them Convergent Friends. 
Convergent Friends find differing 
beliefs inter-esting, but not threatening. 
They use narrative theology—speaking 
from personal experience, telling 
personal stories, listening deeply, asking 
for clarification, sitting together in the 
Presence, and carrying each other’s 
burdens. 

The second part of Peggy’s 
message addressed the culture of fear 
that surrounds us in our daily lives. 
The truth is we cannot guarantee the 
feeling of safety—that is an endless 
task. Rather, we must be resilient and 
responsive in our daily lives. In our 
spiritual lives, we can become not only 
resilient, but invincible. We can 
become the calm, non-anxious 
presence in an anxious world. She also 
challenged us to consider including 
men in future conferences. 

Aimee Bucholtz, Kathy Hyzy and 
Meghan Willard brought us news 
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from the World Gathering of Young 
Friends. They told of their 
involvement in the planning of the 
gathering and shared their personal 
reflections from the event and the 
impact it had on them. 

Patty Federighi and Carolann 
Palmer told of their quilting ministry, 
Peace through Pieces. They were 
moved to act after hearing David 
Niyonzima of Trauma Healing and 
Reconciliation Services in Burundi, 
Africa. With an abundance of love 
and cheerful courage, they traveled to 
Burundi to explore the possibility of 
using quilts and quilt-making to bring 
healing and forgiveness and establish 
trust- things sorely needed in the wake 
of the country’s civil war. The idea was 
well-received and they are currently 
raising funds to return and teach 
women quilt-making skills. 

In the final plenary, Ann Stever 
and Julie Peyton described the Spirit- 
led discernment processes that 
occurred when each of their meetings 
was struggling with the difficult issues 
of same-sex marriage and affiliation 
with FWCC, respectively. Both of 
them described the outcomes as 
miracles, resulting from the love and 
care people had for each other and 
from a willingness to submit and be 
led by the Spirit. 

Home Groups: In small groups of 


worship sharing/discussion and 
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Photo of women at Pacific Northwest Women’ Theological Conference by Alivia 


prayer, we listened to each other speak 
clearly and simply to the queries 
presented by our facilitators. These 
queries addressed our spiritual roots; 
our safety and how we face fear and 
proceed despite it; hearing and foll- 
owing leadings, and taking the 
conference home with us. 
Workshops: In our workshops, we 
heard our experienced and loving 
Friends present the richness of our 
Quaker heritage through discussions on 
eldering, mysticism, and Bible-seeded 
worship. We also sang, walked a 
labyrinth, and made collages and music. 
Business Meeting: We agreed to 
meet at Menucha in two years and a 
number of those in attendance were 
inspired to form the planning 
committee for the next conference. An 
ad hoc committee is forming to explore 
the possibility of including men in future 
conferences and/or assisting them in 
creating a men’s theology conference. 
Worship: Our worship began in 
the individual preparations each of us 
made before arrival at the conference. 
Our many and varied disciplines, 
prayers, songs and celebrations led us 
and sustained us to the conference in 
safety. We ended the conference with 
a joyful programmed worship service. 
Worship sustained us throughout the 
conference in growing confidence and 
joy and will no doubt strengthen and 
encourage us for many tomorrows. 0 
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“News of Quaker Newsletters,” 


continued from page TI 


fewpp@quaker.org. 


Western Young Friends New Years 
Gathering will be December 28 —January 
2 at Camp Myrtlewood, Myrtle Point, 
OR. http://nyg.phoenixflight.net 


NEWS OF FRIENDS CHURCHES 
AND MONTHLY MEETINGS 


Albuquerque Meeting (NM) has 
established a Clerk’s Committee to 
facilitate communication among 
committees. Clerk’s Committee meetings 
will be open to all. 

Bellingham Meeting (WA) will propose 
affiliation with Quaker Earthcare 
Witness to the Steering Committee of 
North Pacific Yearly Meeting, noting the 
increasing awareness and care for the 
earth being expressed by Western Friends. 


Berkeley Meeting (CA) held a 
Welcoming Celebration for all Young 
Quakers age 13 and above. The teens were 
given a copy of Faith and Practice as the 
Meeting welcomed them formally into 
the community. 


Boise Friends Church (ID) held a Fall 
Family Chili Cook-off. Friends 
determined the number one chili favorite 
recipe. 


Religious Education Committee of 
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The Quaker Bible Reader 


how a variety of Quakers read the Bible 


Includes chapters by evangelical, liberal, 
pastoral, unprogrammed, conservative, 


North American and international Friends 


Boulder Meeting (CO) has added a 
“floater” to their teaching staff. This person 
greets parents and students, supervises on 
the playground, and is an extra pair of hands 
for teachers. 


Corvallis Meeting (OR) has embarked on 
a landscaping project, to take 1-2 years to 
implement fully while minimizing 
disruption. The yard will include a tree from 
Mildred Burck’s estate. 


Durango Friends (CO) Amelia Wigton, 
Madisen Norcross and Maggie Wigton, 
were “Lives that Speak” puppeteers at the 
IMYM (Intermounain Yearly Meeting) 
talent night at Ghost Ranch. They 


portrayed three people well-known at 
IMYM. 


Eastside Meeting (Bellevue, WA) has 
engaged an architect for development of a 
“Complete Programming and Design 
Study” of the meetinghouse building and 


its site. 


Eugene Meeting (OR) First Day School 
will follow the theme “Our Friends in 
Africa” in arts, crafts, games, songs, writing 
to African pen pals, cooking and tasting 
African dishes. 


Fresno Meeting (CA) will continue a 
business-card-sized advertisement in the 
Community Alhance. 

Gila Meeting’s (NM) Nominating 
Committee is called Discovery of Gifts and 
Leadings Committee. Friends are asked 
what they feel the call to do to support the 
Meeting? What gifts do they have that they 
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can share with the Meeting? 


Grass Valley Meeting (CA) is holding 
Threshing Sessions on global warming. 
Friends hope to alter personal lives and 
connect with regional and national efforts 
to change government policies. 


La Jolla (CA) Friends are urged to lower 
their federal taxes by one percent. The 
Meeting has formed a committee to shine 
light on the various legal tax-reducing 
opportunities available. 


Marion Friends (OR) has called Don 


Lamm as interim pastor. 


McKinley Hill Friends (Tacoma, WA) has 
called Gil George to serve as part-time 
pastor. (This Gil George is not to be 
confused with the Gil George who serves 
on the pastoral team of Boise Friends.) 


The Library of Mountain View Meeting 
(Denver, CO) has been painted, received a 
new light fixture, bookshelves, a computer, 
and a new furniture arrangement. Back 
copies of Quaker magazines are located in 
the library along with Mountain View 
Newsletters. 


Newberg (OR) Friends have a wood 
ministry through which they provide free, 
delivered firewood to those in need. Many 
NFC helpers saw, split, stack, load, deliver, 


and unload wood. 


The Long-term Planning Committee of 
Olympia Meeting (WA) has distributed a 
questionnaire to members and attenders to 
gather information about dreams and hopes 
for the Meeting and the Meetinghouse. 


ek |_iving C hain 
of (Compassion %; 
The Afghan Girls? Schools 


by Betsy K. Emerick 
Orange Grove (CA) Meeting 


“The project is small, 
but the cause is great.” 
—a Pakistani friend 


was waiting in the lobby of the Northwest Heritage Hotel in Peshawar, Pakistan, 

or our driver to take us to the Afghan refugee camp near the city. There we 
would visit Zarghuna Ana and Nazu Ana, the two girls’ elementary schools which 
we support. I was thinking about the day ahead and musing about the 
extraordinary chain of events which had brought me so far when I noticed a 
couple who had just entered the hotel. The man, who was wearing the flat, felt 
hat and long vest typical for Afghans, went up to the desk to fill out the required 
forms. His wife came and sat on the dusty, red velvet sofa across from me. | 
studied her surreptitiously. She was dressed in a brilliantly-colored sha/war kameez } of : 
with a burqa of the same material covering her head and face except for her cast- Typical decorated Pakistani truck 
down eyes. Rows of lovely gold bracelets shone on each arm. Clearly, these two 
were not poor. As I watched, the husband called the woman up to the desk to 
sign the register. Without even asking, the clerk handed her, not a pen, but an ink 
pad so she could put her thumbprint on the form. The woman could not even 
write her own name. 

I know literacy rates are low in both Pakistan and Afghanistan (reports vary, 
with figures ranging from 43% to 49% for Pakistan and 34% to 36% for 
Afghanistan, with much lower figures for women in both countries) so I suppose 
I should not have been so surprised, but I sat there stunned. If this reasonably 
comfortable woman could not read or write, how much greater was the.need for 
education among the refugees living in|the camps? This is the story of what a few 
people are doing to meet that need. 


Betsy with Rahmatullah, head teacher of the 
school 


The Schools’ History 


Our first school opened in April 2002, with about 200 girls 
between the ages of five and thirteen. It came about through the 
efforts of three people from opposite sides of the earth who met 
fortuitously in January 2002. Long-time Quakers, Edith Cole, a 
retired school psychologist whose daughter lives in Pakistan, and 
math professor Joe Franko had gone to Pakistan to find a way to 
help the Afghan refugees fleeing their country in the wake of the 
American bombing and invasion which had begun in October, 
2001. Horrified by what was happening in the world, Edith and 
Joe had felt impelled to follow William Penn and “try what Love 
Bo will do.” 

Betsy with her niece and Jane Shetterly and In one of the camps they visited, Joe and Edith separately met 
some of the teachers from the Girls School Rahmatullah Rahimi, an Afghan refugee teacher who was trying 
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to start a school for girls. His attempt 
seemed to offer exactly the kind of 
opportunity they sought. To quote Joe, 
“our project must be people-to-people, 
must be sustainable, and must be a 
reflection of how privileged we are to 
do this work in the world.” They hired 
Rahmatullah as Head Teacher with the 
task of opening an elementary school 
in a part of the camp which had no girls’ 
schools. 

Seven simple mud brick class- 
rooms were built around a courtyard, 
and eucalyptus trees were planted. 
Young local Afghan and Pakistani 
women were hired as teachers. Each 
classroom was eventually provided with 
a blackboard, floor mats for the girls to 
sit on, and fans for the hot months. 
Every two years, each girl receives a 
new, traditional black and white school 
uniform sewn by the camp’s women. 
The girls get new notebooks and pencils 
twice each year, as well as books for their 
classes. The community’s concerns 
about Americans coming to teach their 
daughters were allayed as the people 
learned we would use the Pakistani 
curriculum and hire an imam to instruct 
the girls in the required “Islamiat” 
course. In addition, they are taught to 
read and write in Urdu, Pakistan’s 
official language, and Pashto, their 
native language. They also study 
mathematics, English, social studies, 
science, and drawing. 

Over the next two years Edith and 
Joe went back to Pakistan to oversee the 
project and, in the States they gave 
talks, sold items brought back from 
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Students from the Girls School (above and 
on opposite page) 


Pakistan, and sought donations for the 
school. Another school with four 
classrooms was started in another part 
of the camp, and the total enrollment 
grew to 500 girls. Eventually, Joe gave 
up actively working with the schools 
to devote time to other concerns and 
Edith, with an American advisory 
committee comprising Friends and 
others from all over Southern 
California, continued the work until 
August 2004, when she contracted 
West Nile virus which developed into 
near fatal encephalitis. Though she 
has since made a remarkable recovery, 
she can no longer do what she did. 
Fortunately, Karen Chapman had 
travelled to Pakistan with Edith and 
was able to return with me when I 
made my first trip in November 2004 
providing continuity and, for me, a 
much-needed introduction to the 
project and those involved in Pakistan. 
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The Current Situation 


We are committed to keeping this 
a people-to-people project, what Edith 
called, “a living chain of compassion and 
caring,” but with the kind of structures 
in place that will allow us to provide 
the children with the best possible 
education. Therefore, our goal is to limit 
the scope of the project to the current 
enrollment and to improve what we 
offer. We have set up a committee in 
Pakistan to meet with our Head Teach- 
er and to advise him and us and we have 
asked Rahmatullah to organize com- 
munity groups to assist in making 
decisions about the schools. 

This year we hope to hire more 
teachers to reduce class size, particularly 
in the lower grades, and we intend to 
provide better teacher training. Our 
facilities need repairs and improvements. 
In the long-term, if funds are sufficient, 
we would like to provide literacy classes 
for the girls’ mothers and, perhaps, expand 
beyond what we currently offer. 

You can help! Our teachers are paid 
@$50/month, a school uniform costs $3, 
we can buy 500 pencils for @ $6. All the 
funds raised except for travel subsidies go 
directly to support the schools. Please 
consider making a donation or giving in 
honor of someone special this holiday 
season. The Afghan girls would be very 
grateful. 

Checks should be made out to the 
Orange Grove Monthly Meeting for the 
Afghan Girls’ Schools and sent to Percy 
Severn, 1076 La Grange Ave., Newbury 
Park, CA 91320. 


SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION STORYTELLERS - TOM AND SANDY FARLEY 
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“Beyond Stewardship” 
continued from page 5 


How can we pray and give thanks 
to God while forgetting the impact of 
our lifestyles on the rest of Creation? 

Louis Cox says, “We don’t know 
where we are, we don't know what time 
it is, and we have forgotten who we are.” 
Perhaps a response lies in the words of 
Chickasaw author Linda Hogan, who 
has written (in Dwedlings), “Caretaking 
is the utmost spiritual and physical 
responsibility of our time, and perhaps 
that stewardship is finally our place in 
the web of life, our work, the solution 
to who we are” (BeFriending Creation, 
May-June 2006). 

We need to commit ourselves to 
radically changed lives, recognizing the 
costly implications, yet also knowing 
the joy, reverence and deep love of God 
that inspires us. Spirit-filled lives that 
see every form of life as an expression 
of universal love enable us to move 
forward confidently, in faith and in 
hope. 

Yes, hope, in spite of all we know. 
Elizabeth Watson said we must dwell 
in possibility, believing that adventuring 
together into the new world being born 
we can save this planet for our 
grandchildren’s grandchildren. We are, 
after all, part of a continuous field of 
loving consciousness, co-extensive with 
the plenum full of limitless possibilities. 

“A new culture is emerging 
globally,” says Mark Cummings, “a 
culture of connecting with each other 
and the Earth in sustainability, a new 
planetary culture based on a primary 
allegiance to the web of life, the planet 
and the universe.” Paul Hawkin, quoted 
by David Suzuki, says, “Never before 
in history have independent groups 
from all around the world derived 
frameworks of knowledge that are so 
utterly consonant and in agreement. It 
is not that they are the same; it is that 
they do not conflict. This has never 
happened in politics, in religion, in 
psychology—not ever.” Suzuki adds 
that once 10-15% of a human 
population actively embraces new ideas, 
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the world culture can change rapidly 
and radically. Rosemary Radford 
Reuther in Gaia and God says, “What 
we need is neither optimism nor 
pessimism...but committed love.” 

Joanna Macy calls this “the time of 
the Great Turning,” as people around 
the world are realizing that we can meet 
our needs without destroying our world. 
It is happening now! 

In this fraction of space-time in 
which we live, there seems to me no 
doubt that it is of love that our spirits 
are made. And so it is that we are 
designed to be channels for the cosmic, 
the divine Love, to give it forth as it is 
constantly poured into our lives. To 
open ourselves to the wonder, the 
beautys wandiemtne 
interrelationships of this Earth on 
which we are nurtured is to know joy 
and fulfillment. It is to give purpose and 
endless treasure to our lives. 

I will close with some words from 
Michael Dowd’s Earthspirit. He says, 
“As we pick up our cross to follow Jesus, 
let us learn from those who plant dates. 
A date tree takes 80 years from the time 
it is planted to bear its first fruit. To 
plant a date tree is an act of faith, a sign 
of hope, and a symbol of one’s loving 
commitment to the future... Brazilian 
theologian Ruben Alves saw this clearly 
when he said... ‘Let us plant dates, even 
though we who plant them will never 
eat them...We must live by the love of 
what we will never see.” 0 


MEMORIAL MINUTES 


Mary Mites LANTZ 


marvelous 


Mary Lantz and her son Michael 
Lantz joined the Santa Fe (NM) 
Monthly Meeting in 2005 after 
attending for some years. Her 
husband Christopher began his 
association with Quakers as a student 
at the Mohawk Quaker School (NY) 
and then the Quakers School at 
Grammercy Park (NYC). She was a 
driving force on the Peace and Social 
Concerns Committee. She served as 
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Co-Clerk of the Meeting from July 
2003 through June 2004. 

All her life Mary was a passionate 
advocate for the care of the 
environment and the empowerment 
of people to create a just and 
peaceable world. When the small 
rural town of Ojo de la Vaca, located 
near Rowe Mesa where the Lantz 
family lives, was threatened with 
elimination, she rallied support to 
save this town cherished by 
generations of inhabitants. When the 
elk herds of New Mexico were 
threatened by ranchers who saw them 
as competition with their cattle, Mary 
embarked on a successful nine-month 
advocacy campaign, driving all over 
the state to speak out at public 
hearings. Later, even as she struggled 
with cancer, she made phone calls 
from the hospital to help save whales 
from low frequency military sonar, 
testing. As a university student she 
led protests against the war in 
Vietnam. Later, in Tennessee, she 
rallied supporters to block a million 
dollar centennial extravaganza that 
would have honored Andrew Jackson, 
receiving national press attention. As 
she said, “Don’t honor the scoundrel.” 

At their home on Rowe Mesa, 
named “The House of Symphonies,” 
Mary and Christopher created the 
Dos Manos Institute of Creativity, 
hosting thousands of visitors over a 
period of fifteen summeres who came 
to plan and study new music. She co- 
organized an event at St. John’s 
College, Santa Fe Campus, called 
“Spirit Bridge” that brought shamans 
from Siberia, and Navajo, Zini, and 
Hopi elders to share their wisdom 
with large groups of attenders. She 
developed a friendship with a famous 
Russian anthropologist and a tribal 
chief from Sakhalin Island that led to 
raising thousands of dollars for 
Siberian tribal preservation. 

Mary loved the mesa, and she 
loved the house that Christopher 
constructed so that the floors followed 
the contours of the land and the walls 
the contours of his music. Mary loved 
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being part of the nature that 
surrounded the house, especially a 
mother bear. She met it several times, 
once when it appeared as she was 
coming out of the outhouse and she 
had to stay a while longer than 
planned. She felt they had an 
understanding and she was never 
afraid of it. 

She was devoted to her son, and 
always advocated for a whole spiritual, 
eithical and scholastic education for 
him. He was homeschooled in the 
early years. He had extended travel 
around the world, and his later 
education was expanded by Mary’s 
own research and critique. He was 
equally devoted to her. 

Mary Lantz was born on August 
5, 1950 to Robert B. Miles and Laura 
M. Larsen Miles, and grew up on an 
acreage near Council Bluffs, [A, about 
three miles from the Missouri River. 
The family gardened and had goats, 
dogs and various stock. Contracting 
polio when she was five, she was in 
an iron lung for a time and faced many 
surgeries in her childhood. She, 
however, never let limitations of any 
kind interfere with what she wanted 
to do. 

She graduated from Crighton 
University in Omaha, NE, majoring 
in psychology. She worked many 
years in the business world, both in 
Florida and Tennesee. She and her 
son Michael moved to New Mexico 
and found their heart’s home on the 
mesa hear Santa Fe. She and 
Christopher Lantz were married in 
1998. She is survived by her husband 
Chrisopher, her son Michael, her 
mother Laura Miles, three brothers, 
Ron, John, and Sid Miles, and three 
foster sisters, Debbie Hensley, Becky 
Hissong, and Tina Plank. 

At a prayer gathering for her a 
few months before her death, we 
played crystal bowls with her in the 
House of Symphonies. Mary filled 
her life with love, art, and politics. 
She was brilliant and mystical, a fierce 
activist, and a little outrageous. We 


_ miss her greatly. 


Mary J. MInor 


Mary Jeanne Brand Minor was 
born November 15, 1919 to Arthur 
P. and Lillian T. Brand in Spring Hill, 
IA. She died February 20, 2006 in 
Flagstaff, AZ. Mary is survived by 
daughters Mary Sidwell of Beallsville, 
OH, Anne Karlstrom of Albuquer- 
que, New Mexico, and Charlotte 
Minor of Flagstaff, AZ; their 
husbands Richard Sidwell and Philip 
Patterson, and grandchildren Leif and 
Sigrid Karlstrom, and Adair and 
Cameron Patterson. 

Mary grew up in a rural lowa 
town where her father ran the local 
general store and post office. She 
graduated from Spring Hill High 
School in 1936. Mary was the first in 
her family to attend college, 
graduating from lowa State College 
in 1940 with a BS in Home 
Economics Education. She taught 
high school and adult education for 
several years. 

While attending Iowa State 
College, Mary met Charles (Chuck) 
Minor. They were married on February 
14, 1943, in Arlington, Virginia. 
During World War II Mary lived part 
of the time with Earle and Blanche 
Winslow, members of the Friends 
Meeting of Washington (Florida 
Avenue, Washington, DC), while 
working for the US Government. Mary 
and Chuck became members of the 
Friends Meeting of Washington on 
February 17, 1947. 

Following the war, they lived in 
North Carolina, Louisiana, Texas and 
South Carolina while Chuck earned 
graduate degrees and taught forestry. 
During these years, their three 
daughters were born, and they helped 
found meetings in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana and Houston, Texas. In 
1958, the family moved to Flagstaff, 
where Chuck and Mary helped found 
the Flagstaff Monthly Meeting and 
supported the creation of Inter- 
mountain Yearly Meeting. 

Mary was an active member of 


the Flagstaff community. She helped 
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found the Flagstaff Cooperative 
Preschool, was a member of the 
League of Women Voters, American 
Association of University Women, 
Friends of the Library, and the 
Democratic Party. She served on the 
Coconino County Board of Health 
and the Board of the Flagstaff Sum- 
mer Festival of the Arts. She worked 
for several years at the NAU Chem- 
istry Department stockroom. 

The Minors retired to Sedona, 
Arizona and then Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. In 2000, Mary moved back to 
Flagstaff and lived with her daughter 
Charlotte and family. There she was 
able to spend her last years in the 
company of her youngest grand- 
children, living again in the house in 
the woods that she and Chuck built. 

Mary served as clerk of Flagstaff 
Friends Meeting, as well as on 
numerous Meeting committees. She 
often expressed her special ministry 
in meeting for worship, sharing her 
spiritual insight while observing the 
sun streaming through the 
meetinghouse windows or the 
blossoms on the crabapple and plum 
trees. Her generosity and loving 
concern for the membership helped 
to create a spirit of acceptance and 
support, valuing individual gifts, and 
encouraging spiritual growth.O 


JEAN F. RoATH 


Jean Roath, 85, died peacefully at 
her home in Socorro, NM, last June. 
Jean was an early member, and a 
constant and abiding presence, in the 
Socorro Worship Group. People 
everywhere responded to her 
welcoming personality, her dedication 
to Quaker values, and her calm 
intelligence. She had a remarkable 
way of convincing Friends that they 
had made the right choice in 
associating with the Socorro Worship 
group, the New Mexico Quarterly 
(later Regional) Meeting, and 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting. 

Jean’s was a rural background with 
a strong focus on education. She was 
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born on January 3, 1920 in Buffalo, 
WY, to Mary Eunice Smyth Fraker 
and George Clement Fraker. She was 
graduated with honors from the 
University of Wyoming with a 
Bachelor’s degree in education in 1942. 
One of her first teaching jobs was in 
the Granada Japanese Relocation camp 
in Colorado known as Camp Amache. 
Jean continued teaching throughout 
her life until her retirement in 1980. 
After moving to New Mexico, she 
taught in Lovington, Peralta, Las 
Cruces, and San Antonio elementary 
schools. 

Jean became a Friend while living 
in Las Cruces, New Mexico. After her 
husband Archie’s retirement from the 
Soil Conservation Service, the couple 
moved to San Antonio, New Mexico, 
and transferred formal membership to 
the Albuquerque Meeting. 

Jean soon became a guiding light 
for the Socorro Worship Group. She 
called everyone frequently and was 
especially attentive to new Friends 
and attenders. Pot lucks at her house, 
musical times at Christmas, funerals 
—she arranged them all! She and 
Kitty Bejnar alternated hosting 
meeting and alternated the jobs of 
clerk and convenor of the ministry 
and oversight committee. 

At their adobe oasis in the 
crossroads town of San Antonio, New 
Mexico, Jean and Archie generously 
opened their home throughout the 
years to nieces, nephews, grand- 
children, and foster children, 
stressing the value of education and 
the need for honesty and peaceful 
resolution of conflicts. They also 
hosted numerous traveling Quakers, 
enlivening annual quarterly com- 
mittee meetings with wonderful con- 
versation, and great food from 
Archie’s garden and Jean’s kitchen. 

Jean enjoyed spinning, croch- 
eting and knitting, reading, and 
attending chamber music perform- 
ances at New Mexico Tech. In 
addition to her Quaker activities, she 
was also active with the National 
Association of Federal Employees 
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and the New Mexico Association of 
Educational Retirees. Indications of 
her life-long interests are the 
organizations her family chose as 
recipients of memorial donations: the 
Friends World Committee for 
Consultation, Good Samaritan 
Village in Socorro, Friends of the 
Bosque del Apache, and the Socorro 
Public Library. 

Jean was preceded in death by her 
husband Archie Joseph Roath. She 
is survived by three children, eight 
grandchildren, seven great-grand- 
children, and by the communities of 
Socorro and Albuquerque friends 


who miss her deeply. O 


“FCL” continued from p: 12 


Friends, beginning as former aid to the 
late Quaker Congressman George 
Brown. He expressed alarm over the 
graying of groups like FCL and the 
League of Women Voters whose 
participation he deems as critical to the 
legislative process. 

“In the sixties,” said Longville, “the 
mantra was resist, resist, resist.” Despite 
the difficulties or setbacks we may 
endure in creating a just and com- 
passionate society, the challenge for us 
all, according to Longville, is to “persist, 
persist, persist!” 

For further information on the 
Friends Committee on Legislation, 
visit their website, www.fclca.org. O 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Publications 


QuaKER LIFE—INFORMING AND EQUIP- 
PING FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD. Free 
sample available upon request. Join our family of 
Friends for one year (10 issues) at $24. For infor- 
mation contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

E-mail: QuakerLife@fum.org 

Website: www.fum.org 


PENDLE HILL PAMPHLETS 
are timely essays on many 
facets of Quaker life, thought 
and spirituality, readable at one 
sitting. Subscribe to receive six 
pamphlets/year for $25 (US). 
Also available: every. 
pamphlet published previously by Pendle 
Hill, including recent pamphlets by 
Warren Ostrom, Marge Abbott, Robert 
Griswold and Steve Smith. 800-742-3150 
ext. 2 or bookstore@pendlehill.org. 


FRIENDS JOURNAL is 
more than a magazine — 
it’s a ministry of the 
written word. Friends 
worldwide find com- 
munity in each issue full 
of award-winning articles, 
opinions, poetry, news, and art. Call us 
toll-free at 800-471-6863 and mention 
offer code FB2007 to receive 12 monthly 
issues for $35, saving 42% off the cover 
price! FRIENDS JOURNAL, 1216 Arch 
St., 2A, Philadelphia, PA 19107. Visit us 


on the web at <www.friendsjournal.org>. 


by December 31, 2006. 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PENDLE HILL, a Quaker center for study, 
contemplation, work, and service, seeks a creative, strong flexible leader to guide 
this historic institution through a time of major transition and beyond. Good 
management skills and deep administrative experience, particularly in planning, 
personnel, finance, and program evaluation are required. 
institutional fundraising and managing significant change in an organization 
similar to Pendle Hill are strongly desired. Candidates should have an 
understanding of and commitment to Quaker process, the ability to build and 
maintain relationships with other Quaker institutions, and a commitment to 
servant leadership. Position requires residence on the campus in Wallingford, 
PA. Salary commensurate with experience. See www.pendlehill.org for full 
position description. Applications, including a resume and significant cover 
letter, should be sent electronically, if possible, to Joey Rodger, Gossage Sager 
Associates, 1730 Hinman Ave 4E, Evanston, IL 60201 or joey_rod@msn.com 


Experience with 


wae 
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VINTAGE Books, Quaker Books. Rare and 
out-of-print journals, history, religion. Con- 
tact us for specific wants. 181 Hayden Rowe 
St, Hopkinton, MA 01748. Phone: 508-435- 
3499. E-mail: vintage@gis. net. 


Schools, Retreat Centers, 
Camps, and Retirement Homes 


BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER: Personal 
retreats, family reunions, weddings, retreats, and 
our own schedule of Quaker Programs. Among 
the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, CA. 831-336- 
8333. http://www.quakercenter.org. 


FRIENDS HOUSE IS A MULTI-LEVEL RE- 
TIREMENT COMMUNITY offering indepen- 
dent living apartments and houses, and an 
assisted care living facility. Located in Santa 
Rosa, Friends House is easily accessible to San 
Francisco, the Pacific Coast, redwood forests, 
and the vineyards of Sonoma and Napa coun- 
ties. Friends House is owned and operated 
by Friends Association of Services for the 
Elderly (FASE), a California not-for-profit 
corporation. The facility and Board of Di- 
rectors are strongly influenced by Quaker tra- 
ditions. The welfare and growth of persons 
within an environment which stresses inde- 
pendence is highly valued. Tour Friends 
House at our website at 
www.friendshouse.org. Friends House, 684 
Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. 707- 
538-0152. 
Fete 

THE WOOLMAN SEMESTER offers Friends 
education to students in grades 11-13 focused 
on the Testimonies of peace, justice and 
stewardship. Students earn a full semester of 
high school credit and log 120 hours of 
community service. Through the challenge of 
a rigorous curriculum, simple living in 
community and service work in Mexico, 
students gain an intrinsic direction for their 
futures. Academic skills, nonviolent activism 
and self-awareness are developed to guide 


them with integrity. Financial Aid and 


Quaker Scholarships support all qualified 
teens. Visit www.woolman.org or contact 
530-273-3183. 
oe. 

WILLIAM PENN House & WASHINGTON 
QuAKER WorkKCAMPS. Washington, DC. 
Quaker Center on Capitol Hill offers hospitality, 
meeting space and worship as well as workcamp 
opportunities for youth, peace studies seminars 
for educators, and seminars for all ages. 
Leadership training for Quaker young adults 
through our internship program. All are 
welcome. www.WmPennHouse.org, 


info@WmPennHouse.org. 202-543- 
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Washington, DC 20003. 

PosITIONS VACANT: WILLIAM PENN 
House & WASHINGTON QUAKER 
WorK-CAMPS' Washington, DC. 
Hospitality intern, full time. Register and 
greet guests, work with workcamps, peace 
studies and international program seminars. 
Stipend, room and board and health 
insurance. www.WmPennHouse.org, 
info@WmPennHouse.org. 202-543-5560. 
515 East Capitol St SE, Washington, DC 
20003. 
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ACCOMODATIONS: QUAKER HILL Con- 
FERENCE CENTER, Richmond, IN, offers 
overnight accommodations for Friends trav- 
eling in this area. For info and reservations, 
contact VOHICC at 765-962-5741, 
quakerhill@parallax.ws or visit our website at 
www.ghcc.org. 

WELLSPRINGS FRIENDS SCHOOL: 
alternative, accredited high school grades 9- 
12, non-residential. “A climate of affirmation” 
rooted in the Quaker spirit of community, 
nonviolence, honoring the Light in every 
person. 3590 W 18th Avenue, Eugene, OR 
97402. For more information, visit 
www.wellspringsfriends.org, or call 541-686- 
1223. 


Services 


JOIN THE FOLKS AT FRIENDLY HORSE 
ACRES FOR A DAY AT A HORSE FARM. 
All ages welcome. Camps are set up to 
encourage confidence in people who are 
fearful of horses, as well as more experi- 
enced horse lovers. Learn to see the world 
from the horse’s point of view. Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com. Phone: 
360-825-3628. Email: friendlaverne 
@friendlyhorseacres.com 


Tours and Opportunities 


ConsIDER A Costa Rica Stupy Tour. 
Visit the Quaker community of Monteverde. 
See the cloud forest and two oceans. Write Sa- 
rah Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, Monteverde, Costa 
Rica. Phone/FAX: 011-506-645-5436 or 
937-728-9887 or Email: crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
Website: www.crstudytours.com. 

Wo LF CREEK COMMONS is a developing 
co-housing community in Grass Valley, 
California (Sierra Nevada foothills). Wolf 
Creek borders our forested site which is 
within easy walking distance of public 
transportation, markets and other stores. A 
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vibrant intergenerational community, we 
welcome children. Expected move-in, fall 2008. 
530-478 5778. www.wolfcreekcommons.org 
CONSIDER THE ARIZONA FRIENDS ComM- 
MUNITY FOR YOUR NEXT, OR YOUR SECOND, 
HOME. 360 degree mountain views, 4,000 ft 
elevation, often near-perfect weather, among 
good friends. Write Roy Joe and Ruth 
Stuckey, 6567 N San Luis Obispo Drive, 
Douglas, AZ 85607. Website: 
arizonafriends.com. 

QUAKER WRITERS, EDITORS, AND 
PUBLISHERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN QUIP 
(QuAKERS UNITING IN PUBLISHING). An 
international “self help” organization of 
theologically diverse Friends concerned with 
the ministry of the written word. Contact 
Graham Garner at grahamG@fgcquaker.org. 
Website: www.quaker.org/quip. 


FRIENDS PLANNING TO MOVE CAN REQUEST 
ASSISTANCE FROM Davip Brown, A 
QUAKER REALTOR. David will refer you to a 
real estate professional to assist you with buy- 
ing and/or selling a house anywhere in the USA. 
Email: Davidhbrown@mindspring.co. 

dee 


QUAKER COMMERCIAL REALTOR 
specializing in income property sales and 1031 
replacements nationally. Call Allen 
Stockbridge, JD, CCIM at 877 658 3666. 


SRK 


JOIN THE FELLOWSHIP OF QUAKERS IN 
THE ARTS ($25/year), and share your work 
with Friends in our exciting quarterly, Types 
&F Shadows. Seeking short fiction & non- 
fiction, poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and 
news of Quaker art. Help create a new chapter 
in Quaker History! More info: FQA, 1515 
Cherry St, Philadelphia, PA 19102. Email 
submissions OK. <fqa@quaker.org> 
<www.quaker.org/fqa. 


Concerned Singles 


links compatible, socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, diversity, gender 
equity, and the health of the planet. 
Nationwide/Canada. 
All ages. Since 1984. 
FREE SAMPLE: Box 444-FB, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 


413-243-4350 or www.concernedsingles.com 


AFSC/INTERMOUNTAIN | 

YM Joint SERVICE Pro- 

JECT: QUAKER WORK 
CAMPS FOR TEENS AND ADULTS. 
Spring and fall in Mexico, summer 
with Oglala Lakota. Contact Mike 
Gray. Email: MGray@afsc.org or 
520-907-6321. Website: afsc.org. 
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Wr ws During its fifteen years of 
. t publication, EarthLight magazine 
_ celebrated the living Earth and 

On ae our thirteen billion year story of 
the universe. Founded and 


veri ak i inspired by Quakers, EarthLight 
d | featured articles by many of the 
OGa - world’s seminal figures in secu- 


lar and religious thought about 
the place and participation of 
humankind in creation. 


Friends Bulletin i is ieee to offer you what we feel i is the best or EarthLight. 
and of Quaker writers on spirituality and ecology during the past 20 years, » 
a period that some see as the beginning of a new era, an “Ecological Age.” 


Contributors include Sharon Abercrombie, Rex Ambler, Molly Anderson, Maya Angelou, 
Connie Barlow, Thomas Berry, K. Lauren de Boer, Joseph Bruchac, Jim Corbett, Louis Cox, 
Diana Leafe Christian, Pat Mayne Ellis, Michael Dowd, Iftekhar A. Hai, Thich Nhat Hanh; 
Keith Helmuth, Chris Hoffman, J. Ruth Gendler,Hafiz, Kurt Hoelting, Joanna Macy, Marshall 
Massey, Michael Meade, David Oates, Brenda Peterson, Patiann Rogers, John Seed, Nina. 
Simons, Gary Snyder, Malidoma Some, William Stafford, Ruah Swenner-felt,Brian Swimme, ™ 
Starhawk, Alan Strain, Mary Evelyn Tucker,Susan Tweit, Lynn Unger,Rabbi Arthur Waskow,. 

Terry Tempest Williams and others. 


Order Farthlighttnrough Friends Bulletin anil receive 550% off any of our other publications! 
___Gift/student/introductory subsenipogn to Friends Bulletin: $18 (till Dec.ember 31, 2007) 
___ $35 for introductory Friends Bulletin subscription plus EarthLight. 


____EarthLight: Spiritual Wisdom for an Ecological Age. Edited by Cindy Spring and Anthony Manousos. FB Publication, 2006. Papen 
350 pages. $20 (plus $4.50 for postage and handling. 


___Compassionate Listening and other writings by Gene Hoffman, Quaker Peacemaker and Mystic. 
Hoffman—through her essays and poetry, her workshops and speeches, her 
travels and her witness—has been a fountainhead of creative spirituality and i Tie 
courageous peacemaking. This book will be a rich resource for those who To order, indicate number of items you want. and oe 
come after her.” —Richard Deats, Editor of Fellowship Magazine. Paperbound, | send this page with check made out to “Friends - u 
350 pp. with photos and index. $16.00 (plus $4.50 postage & handling). Bulletin’ to: Frends Bulletin, 3223 Danaha St, 1 oF 
___ Quaker Peace Testimony in Times of Terrorism, by Robert Griswold. Re- Torrance CA 90505. 
flections upon the spiritual basis for Friends’ peacemaking efforts during this 


“For more than half a century, Gene 


time of “perpetual war for perpetual peace.” Single copy: $3.50 (plus $.50 for Your Name 

postage & handling). Addvece 

___Islam from a Quaker Perspective, This pamphlet explores the spirituality of ; 

fasting, examines the Islamic faith in relation to Friends’ testimonies and pro- City, 

vides a brief overview of Quaker involvement in the Middle East. Single copy: State a p ao 


$3.50. Two or more: $3 each (plus $.50 postage & handling). 


___A Western Quaker Reader, Writings by and about Independent Quakers in Phone 
the Western United States. First historical work about Western Quakerism writ- Se 

ten from the viewpoint of Independent Friends, provides vivid, first-person nan 
testimonies by Friends involved in the “reinvention” of Quakerism in the West- Amt Enclosed _ 
ern USA from the 1930s to the present. 354 pp. paper. $16.00 (plus $4.50 ! 
postage & handling). 


